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Sato Casts Doubts on Japan Joining A -Pact 


Washington Post Foreign Service 

TOKYO, Feb. 18— Japanese 
Premier Eisaku Sato cast 
doubt today on whether Japan 
would agree to a nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty if it only 
strengthened the position of 
the nuclear powers and was 
not a stsp toward total dis- 
armament. 

Sato told a press conference 
that he agreed “in principle” 


to the conclusion of a non- 
proliferation treaty, w^ich will 
be discussed at the resumed 
Geneva disarmament confer- 
ence next week. But he said 
he opposed such a pact if the 
nuclear powers did not pay 
attention to the interests of 
non-nuclear nations. 

He emphasized the right of 
non-nuclear nations to con- 
duct atomic tests for peaceful 


purposes. Earlier, a spokes- 
man for the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry said Japan will not 
waive its right to detonate 
nuclear devices for peaceful 
purposes. 

Because of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, the only victims of 
nuclear war, Japan is the 
world’s most sensitive, nation 
to nuclear problems. Increas- 
ing debate shows the majority 


of Japanese opposed to nuclear 
armament, for the country. 

Scientific observers here be- 
lieve Japan could produce a 
nuclear weapon and a medi- 
um-range rocket delivery sys- 
tem within two years of a de- 
cision to go ahead. 

Sato, however, reiterated 
Japan’s basic policy of not de- 
veloping nuclear weapons and 
of keeping U.S. nuclear arms 
out of the country. 


